
NCEA Changes 

As many of you will know, NCEA is undergoing a revamp with the first changes due

for implementation in 2023. This means our current Y9 students will be affected.

Last Tuesday the staff were involved with learning more about two of these

changes: Māna ōrite mō te Mātauranga Māori; and Literacy & Numeracy.

Māna ōrite mō te Mātauranga Māori
This is about valuing Māori knowledge and giving it the same status as knowledge

constructed in other ways. During the national consultation, phase interviewers

were told that Māori knowledge is not valued equally in our schooling system; it

does not receive the same status, support and resources as Western forms of

knowledge. Also, that the current NCEA does not do enough to open te ao Maori

pathways through the qualification.

There is recognition that a one size fits all approach does not work, that students

learn in different ways, and that sometimes these ways are influenced by one’s

culture. For example, many māori learners try to understand the world around them

by firstly seeking connections and relationships. When they see where something

belongs, it assists with their learning. This is in contrast with the Western paradigm

that tends to seek knowledge and understanding by a close and deep examination

of something in isolation. What is it for? What does it do? 

With the changes to NCEA, teachers are being encouraged to identify disparities in

our education system, to open up greater access for Māori students by giving equal

value to the knowledge they bring to the classroom, and to improve our teaching

practices for the benefit of all students.
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Literacy & Numeracy
Literacy and numeracy lay the foundation for all other learning. Learners who are skilled in these areas are able to open up the rest of the

curriculum and become lifelong learners.

The new NCEA will assess literacy and numeracy by separate external assessments. At present, they are assessed as part of other subjects.

Going forward, students will be able to sit these assessments whenever they are ready (from Year 9 on). They will not however be awarded their

overall NCEA certificate until they have passed Literacy and Numeracy.

The skills required to read and write well, and to understand numbers, will be taught by all teachers in all subjects. Our staff began this work

about three years ago when we undertook to implement the Learning Progression Framework (LPF) in our Y9 and 10 classes.

This framework breaks Reading, Writing and Mathematics down into a number of different aspects and identifies levels of student performance,

called signposts. The signposts are used to identify what a student can do and therefore what the next steps are.

The LPF framework will help us to prepare students to meet the NCEA standards in literacy and numeracy.

You can find out more about the Learning Progression Framework here: https://curriculumprogresstools.education.govt.nz/lpf-tool/

If you want to know more about these changes there is a dedicated website: www.ncea.education.govt.nz or you can contact me anytime and 

I will do my best to assist.

From the Rector 
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Greetings everyone 
Kia ora e hoa mä

Warm Regards,
Nga mihi,

John McKinlay

KEY DATES
COMING UP



Our Cross Country runners travelled up to Te Anau 

in the second week of term to compete in the

 Southland Champs with some fantastic results. 
 

Joel Wilson finished 8th in the U13 Boys, Jessie

McFadzien finished 10th and MacKenzie Napier 4th

in the U16 Girls, whilst Ollie McKenzie finished 11th

and Mac Heaps 14th in the U16 Boys. 

 

Mrs Nicki Cooper recently celebrated 

40 years teaching at Gore High. 
 

She is not only a fantastic history teacher but

supports and guides our Year 13s through 

her role as Year 13 Dean. 
 

We are so very lucky to have her at the 

school and the staff enjoyed celebrating the

milestone with her at a special 

morning tea the other week.

Last week a large team of GHS Indoor

Bowlers travelled down to Invercargill for

the Southland Indoor Bowls Champs.
 

There was some great skills shown by

everyone and it was awesome to have the

pairs team of Jack Fiveash and Jayden

Broome finish 3rd overall!

Congratulations Mrs Cooper!

GHS @ Southland X Country

Indoor Bowls Success

Well done to Liam O’Rourke, Houora Rotana and Jayden Broome who were part 

of the Eastern Southland U15 Basketball team that finished runners-up at a recent 

tournament in Invercargill, losing narrowly to Otago in a thrilling final.

 

ESBA U15 Basketball



Well done to the GHS swim team of Kazia Grant, Joel

Wilson, Bryan Bennet and Roxy le Roux who came 3rd

in the Yr9-13 relay at the Southland Schools Swim

Champs. Joel was also 3rd in Boys 13-14 50m

backstroke & freestyle. Whilst, Bryan  had PBs in 3

out of 4 events. Roxy placed 3rd in Girls 15+

breaststroke and qualified for 100m butterfly for the

Division 2 Nationals in the time trials.

 Congratulations to Head Boy Ben McCall,

Sports Coordinator Jack Hilton and

former pupils Hamish Cooke and Todd

Thayer who won the Southland Cricket

Club Final in late March playing for 

their club team Waikoikoi. 

Ben starred taking 5 wickets in a thrilling

win that came down to the final over!

 

Eastern Southland 
Netball Teams

GHS @ Southland Swim Champs

Cricket Success for Head Boy

Good luck to the GHS netballers who have been invited to trial for the 

U14 & U16 Eastern Southland netball teams this season.
 

U16
Rubi Edwards-Whangapirita, Elle Cowley, Alyssa Little, Esther Gardyne,

Madison McDowall, Neela Grant, Baylee Little, Hanna Lawlor
 
 

U14

The Learning Hub spent the end of last week at Camp Columba in
Pukerau. They worked on life skills - building shelters in the bush, making

rope stretchers, and orienteering. The students (and adults!) got out of
their comfort zone attempting the low ropes too! They also turned their

hand at making 'smores' which were a great hit. 

Learning Hub Camp 2021

Local band 46South released their

first ever EP this month!
 

46South is made up of two current

Year 13's Ella Cupit and Elijah

Thomas, and two ex-GHS pupils

Hamish Waddell and Angelo Rosario.
 

Their EP consists of three original 

 

46South

 

songs, including lead single ‘Lemon & Honey’ and a cover of ‘Vessel’ by Devilskin.
It is now available to stream on Spotify, iTunes, YouTube, etc. so give it a listen!

 

Macey Henderson, Georgia Grumball, Lucy Harrex, Ellie Bedwell, Neve Cowley, Rya Kennedy
 

And a huge congratulations to the following girls that have been selected for the U18 Eastern 
Southland netball team! Grace Michaels, Gabby Winkel, Gabby Harrex

 



Well done and thank you to the TeenAg 

group  for organising an awesome lunchtime 

activity during the first week back. 
 

Teams competed in gumboot throwing, cheese

tasting, crop identification and a sack race.
 

It was great to see so many student teams

along with two teacher teams and a team made

from our awesome new student teachers!

 

Check out the Gore High
Rugby Facebook!

The next Gore High

School PTA meeting 

will be held on Tuesday

15th June 2021 in the

GHS meeting room

starting at 7pm.

NOTICE - Next
PTA Meeting

TeenAg Lunchtime

The Gore High School Rugby Club has their

own Facebook page this year where lots of

info can be found. Join to keep up to date

with Player Profiles, game details and photos

of our students in action.

GHS Swimmers on the
National Stage

Earlier this term, Bryan Bennett, 

Clark Jamieson and Roxy le Roux

represented Southland at the NZ

Division 2 Swimming Champs

 competing with over 150 other swimmers from around the country. Clark and Roxy both made 

finals – with Clark medalling twice! Bryan also swam consistently in his events and represented

Southland in the Men’s relay too. For a full report, see the Southland Express article here:

http://www.southlandexpress.co.nz/sports/poolside-12/

 

NOTICE - Work Day Payments
It has been some time since our Work Day on Tuesday 16th March. 

If your student's payment has slipped your mind could you 

please pay using the details below. 
 

If no payment has been received by the end of June, a 

contribution will be charged to your student’s school account 

$25.00 (junior students) & $35.00 (senior students)
 

Account Name Gore High School BOT 
Bank/Branch Westpac, Gore 

Account Number 03 0915 0066542 00 
 

Please put the student’s name and “workday” as a reference. 

 


