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From the Rector 
 
Greetings everyone  
Kia ora e hoa mä 
 
 
 
Going the distance; I mean Really going the distance. 
As I write this newsletter, Seniors have just departed for study leave, Juniors are preparing for exams, and 
then we have a flurry of activity including Glendhu Bay Camp, field trips and visits, and a range of other 
learning opportunities to take us through to the end of the year. 
 
It is understandable that some junior students think that the year is over once exams have been sat. Just 
like some NCEA students conclude that learning is over when they reach the 80 credit mark. But learning is 
not just about subjects, and learning is not just done in subjects. 
 
There is an increasing awareness, certainly amongst the Educational Professionals I work with, that other 
more holistic attributes are vital to a good education. Such things as: a positive attitude, the ability to 
problem solve, critical thinking, getting on with people, communicating clearly, displaying perseverance, 
emotional and social competencies... (and the list goes on.) 
 
I believe that as parents and teachers, we have to push back against this perception that the ‘whistle has 
been blown’ once the 80 credits have been gained, or the junior exams have been sat. I am not talking 
about the several successful students who have left in the last few weeks to take up apprenticeships or 
fulltime employment. I am talking about those who still have external exams to sit, or a year level to 
complete before coming back to school again next year. 
 
We need to instil in our students the determination to continue to make an effort, to maintain their self-
discipline and to enjoy the other learning opportunities on offer. 
 
Success is: giving it your best shot. 
As the year draws to a close, it is also a good time to reflect on the successes of each student. I believe 
success should be measured by progress made, and that it is something we can attribute to each individual. 
Sure, there will be certain things a particular student might not have mastered (YET!), but there are sure to 
be other significant gains too. These will not always be recognised in official prizegivings, but I would 
encourage parents and those who know the students best, to be on the lookout for appropriate 
opportunities to reflect and acknowledge when someone has worked well, with effort and with purpose. 
 
It is easy to fall into the trap of comparing our progress and achievements with those of other people, when 
success is really about being the best that we can be. 

 
Congratulations 
Having said that, we do offer our congratulations to Hamish Goatley, Matt Highsted 
and Ella Hurley (who received their Youthmark awards last week), to Hamish 
Goatley (again; for being joint winner of the Gore District Young Achiever award), 
Cameron Millar (Runner up Gore District Junior Sportsperson award), and Hayden 
Michaels (Southland Secondary Schools Future Champion award). 
 

I also want to acknowledge Renata Herrera Rojas for having the courage and conviction to speak to us at 
assembly about her home country, Chile, and making us all aware of the plight of people in that part of the 
world. 
 
Warm Regards,  
Nga mihi,  
John McKinlay  



Important Notice for all NCEA Students 
 
This week, senior students will have received 
information about their upcoming external NCEA 
exams.  
 
One of the three pieces of paper the students will 
receive is the ‘2019 Examinations Admission Slip’.  
This admission slip needs to be checked to make 
sure entries are correct.  It is too late to withdraw a 
student from an exam, if there are exam sessions 
missing, please let Mr Hutchins know ASAP. 
 
DO NOT throw away the admission slip as they will 
not be permitted entry into any exam room without 
it. 

JR McKenzie Youth Education Fund 
 
The JR McKenzie Youth Education Fund has a proud 
tradition of supporting families in need of financial 
assistance with the purchasing of a school uniform.  
As such they are pleased to once again invite grant 
applications from suitable candidates sponsored by 
you Club, Organisation or School.  The closing date 
for applications in Friday 06 December 2019.  
Late applications will be considered on a case by 
case basis.   
 
For more information and an application form 
please see the staff at student reception.  Please 
note this is for intending students not existing 
students. 

Royal New Zealand Navy - Visits to Dunedin and Bluff 
 
HMNZS Wellinton will be coming into Dunedin on the 15th of November - Sea ride, from 6am.  They 
are offering ten spots only for students to be taken by RHIB (Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat) to the Ship on 
Friday the 15th November 2019. All students will need to be at the old recruiting office at 211 St Andrew 
Street, Dunedin at 6am for transport out to Aramoana, where they will be collected and taken to HMNZS 
Wellington.  They will transit with the Ship up the harbour and then disembark and be free to go from 
Dunedin dock at approximately 10am. 
 
HMNZS Canterbury will be coming to Dunedin and have offered tours at 9am and 11am on both the 
14th and 15th of November.  Offering two tours per day. Please come to Careers Department to complete 
the required form for this visit and day/time preference. Please be aware this is offered on a first in first 
served basis, as numbers are limited to 20pers per visit. 
 
HMNZS Canterbury will be coming to Bluff!! Offered tours at 9am and 11am on both the 3rd and 4th of 
December 2019.  Offering two tours per day, whilst alongside. Please come to the Careers Department to 
complete the required form attached for this visit and day/time preference. 
 
Please be aware this is offered on a first in first served basis, as numbers are limited to 20 people per 
visit. 

SIT Open Night 
 
Tuesday 12 November 4:30 pm - 6:30 pm  
 
Find out more information about SIT at their Open 
Night. Tutors, programme managers, course 
advisors and student services staff will be available 
to answer all your questions about courses, study 
options, career pathways and services. Parents and 
prospective students are all welcome. Please 
contact info@sit.ac.nz or call them on 0800 4 0 
FEES for any enquiries. 

Year 9 Science  
 
Students from Year 9 have been to Dolamore Park 
collecting data about of the koura living in the 
creek.  
 
They had to  measure the size and identify 
whether they are male or female. This is part of 
our Animal Adaptations topic. 

 

 



Rocket Man 
 
Rocket Lab founder and inspirational speaker Peter 
Beck visited Invercargill on Friday 1st November to 
speak to students. The morning included 
a presentation targeted at senior students with an 
interest in science and technology, followed by 
mixed small group conversations, with a particularly 
strong interest in science, technology, space and so 
on. 
 
"There is no better basis on which to build a career 
than being eager to always question, learn, and ex-
plore new ideas.’’ - Peter Beck. 
 

Team Work Course - The Learning Place 

This two day, 10 credit course held in Invercargill 
on the 4th and 5th of November taught students 
the key skills involved in working in a team. Often 
moving into the workplace or interacting with 
unfamiliar groups can be daunting and 
challenging. The Teamwork course explored the 
dynamics of participating in a team like a 
workplace or with a group of unfamiliar 
people. This interactive and fully engaging course 
challenged students to get out of their comfort 
zone and participate in a positive manner in a 
team environment.  

Rural Health Programme 
 
The Rural Health Programme is an exciting initiative which involves tertiary health students 
visiting rural schools to talk to pupils about making sure they complete their secondary education and 
perhaps pursue one of the many rewarding careers in rural health.  The aim of this is to enable a group of 
tertiary students from a wide range of health disciplines to return to their own high schools as role 
models. The objective of this programme is to inspire interest and curiosity from the pupils about study 
and careers in health sciences.  
 
This programme was run at Gore High School on Wednesday 6th November and involved over 192 year 9 
and 10 students. There were three sessions with each lasting approximately one hour. During the 
individual sessions, pupils were given a presentation about the many careers in health, the pathways, 
training providers and assistance schemes available such as the  rural  entry pathway for 
Universities.  Following this they were then divided into small groups where they engaged in interactive 
workshops that covered topics such as wound stitching, blood pressure measurement, reflex testing and 
dentistry molding.   
 
This was a great opportunity for pupils to have a go using authentic equipment and to learn the basic 
principles of these in a fun, safe and interactive setting. Gore High School would like to say a massive 
thank you to all those involved in organizing and running the event, it was a great success! 
 

Gateway Interviews 
 
Just a friendly reminder that interviews for the 
Gateway and/or Murihiku Pathways Programme 
2020 will begin this Thursday 7th November. If your 
child has expressed interest in either of these 
courses but has not yet received a conformation 
letter and/or you wish to change the selected 
interview time, we encourage you to get in contact 
with the Gore High School Career Department as 
soon as possible to ensure arrangements can be 
made. 

Year 10 Taster Day 
 
As an important part of the Careers Education 
Programme, we have arranged for all Year 10 
students to attend “Taster Courses” at the SIT 
Campus in Invercargill on Tuesday 19th November 
2019.   
 
The aims of this day are to gain a greater 
awareness of the range of careers 
available, experience a tertiary environment in 
operation, and to be involved in a practical 
course. This year we have some fantastic courses 
on offer including: Automotive, Joinery. 
Construction, Engineering, Beauty Therapy, Audio , 
Animation, Game Design, Hairdressing and Sports 
and Exercise!  
 
Due to high demand and limited spaces, entry 
to these courses will be based on a first in-
first come basis so it is important that students get 
their permission slips/course selection and 
money to student reception as soon as possible.  



Key dates - Term 4 and Term 1 
 
8th November:   NCEA Starts 
11th-13th November:  Junior Exams 
25th-29th November:  Year 10 Camp - Glendhu Bay 
3rd December:   Full School Prize Giving 
5th December:   Year 13 Graduation 
6th December:   Last Day Term 4 
30th January:    Senior Interview Day 
04 February:    Year 9 Introduction Day 
05 February:    Whole School Returns 

Junior Exam Timetable 1th-13th November 2019  
Timetable  Year 9 Exams: 

 
Timetable Year 10 Exams: 

 
 

Monday 11th November Tuesday 12th November Wednesday 13th November 

Normal Lesson 1 
(in exam room) 

Normal Lesson 1 
(in exam room) 

  
SOCIAL STUDIES EXAM 1.5h 

Monday Lesson 2 
OPTIONS H 

Normal Lesson 2 
(in exam room) 

  

Interval 10.50 – 11.20 Interval 10.50 – 11.20 Interval 10.20 – 10.50 

SCIENCE EXAM 1.5h 

Normal Lesson 3 
(in exam room) 

  
MATHS EXAM 1.5h 

Normal Lesson 4 
(in exam room) 

  

Lunch 12.50 – 1.50 
  

Lunch 1.20 – 2.20 
  

Lunch 12.20 – 1.20 
  

  
ENGLISH EXAM 1.5h 

  
  

  
Normal Lesson 5 
(in exam room) 

Normal Lesson 4 
(in exam room) 

Monday 11th November Tuesday 12th November Wednesday 13th November 

Normal Lesson 1 
(in exam room) 

OPTION EXAM 1.5h (Line C) 
  

  
  

ENGLISH EXAM 1.5h 
Monday Lesson 2 
(in exam room) 

Interval 10.50 – 11.20 Interval 10.20 – 10.50 Interval 10.20 – 10.50 

MATHS EXAM 1.5h 

OPTION EXAM 1.5h (Line D) 
  

SCIENCE EXAM 1.5h 
Normal Lesson 4 
(in exam room) 

Lunch 12.50 – 1.50 
  

Lunch 1.20 – 2.20 
  

Lunch 12.20 – 1.20 
  

  
SOCIAL STUDIES EXAM 1.5h Normal Lesson 5 

(in exam room) 
Normal Lesson 4 
(in exam room) 

Class Exam 
Room 

Class Exam 
Room 

10M A18 9H C12 

10O A13 9I A11 

10H A12 9M A17 

10U A16 9A C14 

10A A15   


