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From the Rector 
 
Greetings everyone  
Kia ora e hoa mä 
  

Parent Teacher Association 
 
 
At last year’s Prizegiving one of the issues raised by our BoT Chair, Brendon Harrex, was the need to 
rejuvenate the school’s PTA. 
 
As with most schools, the PTA is an important and valued group within our school. Our PTA now urgently 
requires new members. The core of the current PTA are parents who have been giving service for many 
years, as their children move through the school. In the case of several members, their family are older 
now and they have no students at Gore High, yet they have stayed on to keep things going. 
 
Being on the PTA is not as onerous or time consuming as you might think, particularly if there is an 
enthusiastic group with which to share the load.  
 
They meet perhaps 5-6 times a year. Funds come in through parent donations and by way of one or two 
fundraisers throughout the year e.g. a raffle or a quiz night. They assist with hospitality a few times 
throughout the year (Open Night, Year 9 Parents evening and the Ball). 
 
As a result they are able to offer prizes at school prizegiving and assist 
with providing equipment we would otherwise not be able to afford. A 
sample of assistance provided includes purchasing a full set of tents for 
outdoor education, providing a defibrillator at school, a new sound system 
for the hall and contributing towards a new school minibus.  
 
Many of the current and past members find it a great way to become 
connected with the school. I come to most of the meetings and provide a 
Rector’s Report, so it is a great way for members to learn about the things 
going on at Gore High and for me to get feedback also. As students move 
through to Secondary school, they often tell parents that they don’t need 
Mum and Dad to be standing alongside so closely anymore. This is all part 
of growing up and becoming independent young people; after all, when 
they leave us they will be going into the world of work or tertiary study, 
and many will be leaving home. This does not mean that they don’t want 
their parents to be interested however; they just don’t want them to be so 
open about it. Being a member of the PTA is a great way to maintain your 
involvement and connection with their education. 
 
This matter is now urgent. The next meeting of the PTA is their AGM and this is being held on 11 May at 
7.00 pm in the Gore High School Meetings Room . At this meeting it is likely to be decided whether there 
are enough parents to carry on, or if the PTA has to go into abeyance.  
 
So this newsletter article is a plea for you to give it some thought. If there is any spark of enthusiasm 
within you to commit to this, then I urge you to come along to that meeting. We are not looking for life 
members; just people to help out for a year or two. 

Warm Regards,  
Nga mihi,  
John McKinlay  
 



 
 
Kia ora whānau,  
 
If you are interested in getting discount rates at 
many local and regional establishments, please 
consider buying an Entertainment Book this year. 
By following the link below a small commission is 
given support the Gore High School Foundation.  
 
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/
orderbooks/2605o57 
 
Thankyou in advance for your ongoing support,  
 
The Gore High School Foundation 

KEY DATES - TERM 1 2021 
 

8-12 March: Year 9 Day Camps 
16 March: Work Day/Teachers Only Day 
31 March: Academic Counselling 
1 April: Academic Counselling 
2 April:  Good Friday 
5 April:  Easter Monday 
6 April: Southland Anniversary Day 
14-15 April:  Prefects’ Variety Concert 

 
GORE HIGH SCHOOL NETBALL CLUB 

 
On Saturday 13 February the netball girls got the opportunity to have a training morning with some of the 
member of the Southern Steele. They had great interaction time with the Steele girls and were given drills and 
tips for the upcoming season. They were also lucky enough to have Sarah Martin talk with the girls about the 
importance of warming up and strapping.  The morning finished with lunch and a few prizes given out. Gore 
High School also invited Longford Intermediate girls to attend as well. 

 
 

YEAR 13 SURF CAMP 
 
 
From the 17-19 February the 
Year 13 PE class headed to 
the Riverton District to attend 
a Surf camp.  On day one the 
weather was perfect, and the 
students had a great time 
sharpening up their skills in 
the surf. Due to wind/surf   
conditions the Friday session 
was unfortunately cancelled. 

 
SCHOOL PHOTOGRAPHS 

 
These are now available through  

Geoff Horrell’s website ‘geoffhorrell.nz’. 
 

To view and order the photographs, please use the  
following code ‘ghsc21’. 

 
Any queries, please contact the school. 

 
 

PARKING REMINDER 
 

Please refrain from using the designated disabled parking areas used in front of the school. 
These are for users with Disabled Parking Permits only. 

 
 

https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/2605o57
https://www.entertainmentbook.co.nz/orderbooks/2605o57


STUDENT SUCCESSES 
 
 
 
Elle le Roux achieved 1st 
place in the U16 Girls’ and 
3rd in the U18 Girls’      
Southland School Surfing 
Championships recently held 
at Tihaka Beach. 
 
 
 
 

Roxy le Roux recently     
competed in the South    
Island Long Couse Swim 
Meet, where she came 4th 
in the Girls’ over 16      
200   metre     Individual 
Medley, and got a PB 
(personal best) in the 50m 
Freestyle.  

MONTHLY MAORI PARENT WHANAU MEETING 
 

Tuesday 18 March at 6.00 pm in the  
Gore High School Whanau Room 

 
 
 

GORE  
DISTRICT 

YOUTH  
COUNCIL  

 
 
 
Congratulations to Jessica Murray, Saffron Hare, 
Lachlan McWhirter, Mackenzie Johnstone, and 
Sam Copland.   
 
Thank you to the Ensign for providing this     
photograph to the school.  

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

STREETS ALIVE 
 
On Wednesday 24 February the Year 10 Art students 
went to the old hospital ground on Wigan Street, to 
paint concrete planters as part of the Streets Alive 
Project organised by Gore District Council.  
 
The students worked tirelessly drawing and planning 
out their designs before applying paints. They were 
supported by two local artists who helped encourage 
them and talk through their ideas. Images based on 
Gore and school life were depicted in the designs. 
The Trout, the Mataura River, to Hokonui hills as 
well as Maori korus and Southland sheep farming 
were all evident in the artwork. The students worked 
incredibly hard to complete the task.  
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