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From the Rector’s Desk 

Greetings everyone  

Kia ora e hoa mä 
 

The Performing Arts – an exciting week ahead at Gore High School. 
 

It has been a joy to walk around our school recently and see all the artistic effort 

that is going into the Junior Variety Concert and the Prefects’ Variety Concert. In 
the Hall, in the Music Suite, in classrooms and corridors you cannot help but come 
across groups rehearsing. And this gave me pause to reflect on what it is that is 

so important about the performing arts, and why is it that we need to provide these opportunities at 
school? 
 

Here are some of the benefits: 
 

A longitudinal study following 25,000 students over a 10 year period (Catterall and Chapleau) showed 

the following results: 
 

1.  There is a correlation between involvement in the arts and academic success. 
2.  There is a positive relationship between music and mathematics achievement. 

3. Involvement in plays, musicals, drama club and acting classes yielded: improved  
 reading proficiency; growth in self-concept and motivation; increased empathy and tolerance 

for others. 
 

In an article in the Washington Post (August 23, 2013) Lisa Phillips (Author and CEO of Canada’s 
Academy of Stage and Studio Arts) shares ‘Six ways the arts help prepare kids to succeed in life.’ 
 

1. The Arts don’t focus on right and wrong – meaning an environment where it is easier to take a 
risk and try – and trying is the only way to succeed. 

2. The Arts are inherently creative. 

3. The emphasis is on Practice – this encourages persistence through challenges towards mastery. 
4. The focus on Feedback and Critique. Feedback is a constant part of the process, not just at the 

end. This helps students to understand feedback and not to take it personally. 
5. The moment of success. There is always the performance, the show or the exhibition. This     

moment of success motivates further practice and mastery. 

6. The coping mechanisms for handling stress. Movement, music and expression are all great 
ways to relieve stress. 

 

So, in between our Summer Sports and the start of the Winter Sports, it seems to me to be a great 

time to focus on the Arts. Best wishes to everyone involved: performers, producers, choreographers, 
technical assistants and stagehands. Enjoy. 
 

Warm regards, 
Nga mihi 

John McKinlay 



STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT 
 

Moto X - Earlier this term, 4 Gore High School students attended the South Island Secondary Schools Moto X     
Championships. This was held earlier than previous years and on short notice, so I’d like to thank the parents      
involved for their support in getting the boys’ to this event. Bailey Dickson, Ryan Tutty, Taylor Gilder and Liam      
Hoffman made up our team. This was Ryan and Bailey’s first year attending while Taylor and Liam both attended 
last year. The boys performed really strongly and their preparation from club moto x really showed in the results. 
Each of the boys competed in different classes. Ryan achieved 3rd place, Bailey 12th, Liam 5th and Taylor 8th. As a 
team the boys’ placed 4th overall. Fantastic result boys’. Congratulations to each of you. 

Cycling - Last week, Josh Miller represented Gore High School at the Southland Secondary 
Schools Road  Cycling Championships. Once again Josh was on track with his performance     
achieving 1st place in the U17 Boys’ Individual Time Trial and 2nd in the Road Race. Overall Josh 
was 2nd in his age group. Great to see Josh continue his successes in this sport. 
 

Bowls - Last week, at the Southland Secondary Schools Bowls             
Championships, Jacklyn Copland achieved 1st place in the Girls Singles and 
Tristan Matheson placed 2nd in the Boys Singles. Danae Murdoch and Natalie 

Hogg competed as a pairs team for the second year running. Their game improved throughout 
the day and they enjoyed themselves.   
 

Following this success, Jacklyn competed in the Southland Champion of Champions Club      
tournament the following weekend. She won the Senior Title which is an outstanding      
achievement as it is only Jacklyn’s first year playing competitive club bowls. Congratulations 
Jacklyn. 

WHAT’S HAPPENING IN OUR CLASSROOMS 
Year 13 Geography 
The Year 13 Geography students travelled to Queenstown last week to gather information 
for their internal assessment. Students looked at the pressures on the natural and        
cultural environments created by tourism. David Clarke from the Lakes District Museum 
and John Edmonds gave their professional insight as well as opinions on development in 
the region as residents. Many thanks to these speakers and the staff at the Lakeland     
Holiday Park - a great facility that makes running a camp with teenagers easy. I look      
forward to seeing the information gathered turned into quality internal assessments. See 
you next year Queenstown!                            Miss Grace 

The Learning Hub 
The Learning Hub have been focusing their studies on the upcoming ANZAC Day and the history behind it.  
 

Dear Journal, 
Today is April 5th 1917. I am sitting in a trench writing this entry. I just dodged a bullet that nearly got my leg. I 
hear big bangs and booms. I am very cold and wet too. I see blood everywhere. I am feeling very sad. I miss home. 
                     By Damian Mouat 

Pictured left to right: Taylor Gilder, Liam Hoffman, 
Bailey Dickson and Ryan Tutty. 



ATHLETICS CHAMPIONSHIPS 
 

More outstanding results were achieved at the Otago Southland Athletics Champs held recently in Invercargill. Gore 
High School performed well with the majority of our athletes finishing in the top 5. 
 

Congratulations to the following students: 
 

Under 14 
Finn Hurley achieved 1st place in the Long Jump and 4th place in the Triple Jump. 
Oliver Stark achieved 4th place in the Boys 1500 Meter Run. 
Libby McChlery achieved 4th place in the Girls 200 Meter Dash. 
Devon Dudley achieved 5th place in the Boys Shot Put. 
Under 15 
Hayden Michaels achieved 5th place in the Boys Javelin and 3rd in the 800 Meter Run.  
Laura Graham achieved 5th place in the Girls 800 Meter Run. 
Cameron Millar achieved 5th place in the Boys 200 Meter Dash. 
Hamish Waddell achieved 3rd place in the Boys 100 Meter Dash. 
Under 16 
Ethan Gardyne achieved 2nd place in the U16 Boys Javelin and the Shot Put. He also placed 3rd in the Discus Throw. 
Ella Hurley achieved 3rd place in the Girls High Jump and 5th in the Triple Jump.  
Senior 
Andrew Allan achieved 1st place in the Boys Triple Jump, breaking the Southland record which had stood for 18 
years. Great effort Andrew! He also placed 4th in the Long Jump. 
Kaitlyn Robson achieved 4th place in the Girls Triple Jump. 
Campbell Johnstone achieved 4th place in the Boys 800 Meter Run. 
 
A number of these athletes went on to compete in Dunedin at the South Island Secondary Schools Athletics Champs. 
Again these athletes performed so well with the following achieving top 5 in the South Island: 
Hamish Waddell achieved 5th place in the U15 Boys 100 Metre.  
Hayden Michaels achieved 4th place in the U15 Boys Javelin. 
Ethan Gardyne achieved 5th place in the U16 Boys Shot Put. 
Ella Hurley achieved 5th place in the U16 Girls Triple Jump.  
 
Great end to the 2017 athletics season. Well done to all our athletes who participated. Gore High School has certainly 
shown that we have some real sporting talents in our midst. 



GORE HIGH SCHOOL CAREERS DEPARTMENT 
 

Seek the Path That is Right For You 
 

Careers New Zealand Website 
This Government website - www.careers.govt.nz - has some great articles to help both students and parents in     
making decisions around future career pathways. Following are some examples of the articles to read: 
 

Motivating your teen . . . Tips, tricks and strategies to help motivate your teen to find a job they'll love. 
https://www.careers.govt.nz/articles/how-to-motivate-your-teen-to-find-a-job-theyll-love/ 
 

Top 5 questions about NCEA . . .As a parent you are likely to be new to the world of NCEA, having gone through a 
different qualification system yourself. Here are the answers to top five questions parents have about NCEA. 
https://www.careers.govt.nz/articles/we-answer-the-top-five-questions-parents-have-about-ncea/ 
 

A Career in Health . . .Face-paced, exciting work with the chance to travel and give back to your community, this can 
describe working in the Sector. Learn more about a Career in Health. 
https://www.careers.govt.nz/articles/health-careers-to-start-your-heart/ 
 

Work Experience . . . Employers are looking for evidence of work experience in potential employees. 
https://www.careers.govt.nz/articles/why-its-important-for-students-to-have-real-world-experience/ 

FACEBOOK PAGE 
 

Gore High School now has an official Facebook page. We plan to 
use this page to post photos of recent school events and advise 
of upcoming events. If you have Facebook we encourage you to 
click below and "like" us or find us @gorehighschoolofficial. 
  

https://www.facebook.com/Gore-High-School-
1375026559221490/?ref=bookmarks 

 

SCHOOL HEALTH NURSE CLINIC 
 

Public Health Nurses Stacey (Tuesday) and Maria (Thursday) will be available for appointments at the school two 
days a week this year. If you are wishing to see them, please book an appointment time to visit the Health Nurse 

SPECIAL ASSESSMENT CONDITIONS  
 

If parents have any questions or concerns in regards to Special Assessment Conditions for NCEA can they please      
contact Mrs Dickson in the Learning Hub. She can be contacted by telephoning the school on 208 9130 or via email 
ldickson@gore-high.school.nz. 

UNIFORM SHOP 
 

All students need to be in Winter uniform effective Term 
2, including McKinlay shoes. The uniform shop is open 
normal hours on Wednesday next week from 12.30pm - 
2.00pm and during the holidays on Wednesday April 
26th  from 11.00am - 3.00pm. 
 

We would also appreciate if anyone with plastic bags 
e.g. Smiths, Glasson (not supermarket bags) could 
please drop them into the main office for use in the      
uniform shop. 

GHS Foundation Seeking New Members! 
  

Also seeking a Secretary for our forward thinking,      
dynamic group. 
 

What we do:  Manage a Trust Fund that supports 
Scholarships in each year level & worthy projects within 
the school.  Manage a database of ex Pupils.  Circulate 
a Newsletter to our database once a year.  Have an      
annual Dinner & Art Auction as a Fundraiser that       
contributes to our next Fund target of $500k.  
 

We meet:  Usually 4 times through the year in the 
GHS Board Room.  Meetings are approximately 1 – 1 ½ 
hours in duration. 
 

Our Committee includes past pupils, the Rector, a 
Staff Rep, PTA Rep, & a BOT Rep to keep us in touch 
with happenings at Gore High School. 
 

Next Meeting: Thursday 18 May at 5.15pm 
 

Come along, we would love to see you or contact 
Susan Dale for further information.  
sdale@ispnz.co.nz  

GORE HIGH SCHOOL P.T.A  
 

The Gore High PTA would like to gratefully thank the      
following businesses who supported our ball attire        
fundraiser for 2017 with raffle prizes…. 

 
 Scape Hair and Spa  Debbie Lee Dickie Florist  

 Devine Hair and Beauty  HI B Hair 
 Dawn Ross Photography 
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